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INDONESIAN LIBRARIES 


A. G. W. DUNNINGHAM 


We now have Indonesian students working in New Zealand and 
studying at the Library School. We should, therefore, have some 
knowledge of Indonesian libraries and some idea of Indonesia's plans 
for library development. 

Indonesian libraries may be divided into five main groups: Provincial 
Libraries, Special Libraries, Public Libraries, University Libraries, and 
School Libraries. In cach of these groups there has been vigorous 
development. 

1. PROVINCIAL LIBRARIES 

There are twelve provinces in Indonesia including the capital city, 
Djakarta, and the principality Jogjakarta, in Central Java, which 
served as capital city during the period of the revolution. It is 
proposed that, in each of the provinces, one provincial or state library 
should be established to assist and to co-ordinate the development of 
other libraries within the province. The provincial libraries are financed 
from Djakarta and will probably, in the future, remain the means by 
which federal aid to libraries is channelled to the twelve provinces. 
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The development of provincial libraries is the responsibility of the 
Libraries Bureau of the Ministry of Education, Djakarta. The develop- 
ment has so far been uneven, and to date has taken place in only 
six of the twelve provinces; but it is around the provincial libraries 
that general library development in each province is likely, in the 
future, to centre. 

Some account of the six existing provincial libraries is as follows: 

(1) Djakarta. Perpustakaan Sedjarah Politik dan Sosial (Address: 
Medan Merdeka Selatan 11, Djakarta.) This library is the state 
library of Djakarta, the capital city, but is not the national library, 
although it includes the Library School and the National Biblio- 
graphical Centre. The library was established by the Dutch Foundation 
for Cultural Relations between Holland, Indonesia and the West 
Indies (the Dutch equivalent of the British Council), and consisted 
of a gift to the Government of Indonesia of a fine collection of 
about 20,000 volumes carefully selected and catalogued in Holland 
and presented in 1952. Since 1953 the books have been available 
for lending on payment of a small subscription but are freely available 
to students. The chief subjects covered are political history, sociology, 
economics, geography and philosophy. The English title usually given 
to the library is Library of the History of Politics and Government. 

An important subsequent addition to this library is a collection of 
Orientalia purchased by the Government as the nucleus of a national 
library collection. 

Perpustakaan Sedjarah Politik dan Sosial is situated in Djakarta’s 
main square, Medan Merdeka, in a building previously occupied by 
the library of Natural Science which is now being re-housed in 
a new building in Bandung. 

(2) Jogjakarta. Perpustakaan Negara Jogjakarta, (Address: Per- 
pustakaan Negara Jogjakarta.) This is the state library or provincial 
library of the principality of Jogjakarta, a province with a population 
of about 2,000,000. It was established by Indonesia’s senior librarian, 
Mr Raden Patah, at a time when Jogjakarta was the revolutionary 
capital of the new Indonesia. Mr Patah had the foresight, throughout 
this period, to preserve the pamphlets, newspapers, documents and 
carly book production of the young republic. This library is still 
often given the title Perpustakaan Negara Republic Indonesia, or 
national library, and this was the original intention of its founders. 

This is the best developed of the provincial libraries. In 1953 it 
had a book collection of 45,000 volumes and a further 20,000 of 
Orientalia similar in type to the collection which the Government is 
adding to Perpustakaan Sedjarah Politik dan Sosial at Djakarta. This 
collection of Orientalia was provided by a special fund, the Hatta 
Foundation, set up in honour of Vice-President Hatta. The Hatta 
Foundation has also assisted recently in providing the library with 
a handsome and carefully designed new building. 
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The Perpustakaan Negara Jogjakarta subscribes to 225 newspapers 
of which 50 per cent are regularly bound and to 1,432 journals of 
which 40 per cent. are regularly bound. There is a professional stait 
of 29. The development of the library in so short a period, since the 
revolution, has been a very great achievement. The work of Mr 
Patah and his staff has been a source of inspiration and encouragement 
to librarians throughout Indonesia. 

(3) Semarang. Perpustakaun Negara Semarang (Address: Per- 
pustakaan Negara, Djalan Bodjong, Semarang, Djawa-Tengah). This 
provincial library is «a small collection of about 10,000 volumes 
energetically administered and modelled on the nearby Perpustakaan 
Negara Jogjakarta. 

(4) Makassar. Perpustakaan Negara Makassar (Address: Per- 
pustakaan Negara, Makassar, Sulawesi). This is a small collection of 
about 4,000 volumes. 

(5) Bandung. Perpustakaan Negara Bandung (Address: Perpusta- 
kaan Negara, Djalan Diponegoro 22, Bandung). This is a very small 
collection of about 2,500 volumes. 

(6) Bukittinggi. Perpustakaan Negara Bukittinggi (Address: 
Perpustakaan Negara, Bukittinggi, Sumatera-Tengah). This library 
has been recently built and is the first to be developed in terms of 
the new programme of the Libraries Bureau. The library is expected 
to give aid to all other libraries in the province and especially to assist 
the new university faculty libraries which are being developed in 
Central Sumatra. 

It will be seen that the programme of development of provincial 
libraries has still a very long way to go. The provincial libraries are 
important because it is through them that federal and foreign aid 
can most easily be channelled by the Libraries Bureau, Djarkata, to 
all other libraries. The chief need is for material in English, which 
has become Indonesia’s second language. The official language is 
Bahasa Indonesia, and most of the material for public libraries is in 
Bahasa Indonesia. It is probable that the foreign language supply 
including the supply of material in English will be handled by the 
Libraries Bureau through the provincial libraries. 


2. SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


(1) Perpustakaan Lembaga Kebudajan Indonesia (Address: Medan 
Merdeka Barat 12, Djakarta). This is usually known as the Museum 
Library because it is housed in the Djakarta Museum. Both the 
Museum and the Library are the property of a private society 
Lembaga Kebudajan Indonesia (Cultural Foundation of Indonesia), 
but the book fund is provided almost entirely -by the Ministry of 
Education, and the staff is paid by the Ministry of Education. 

This is the largest library in Indonesia. It has a collection of about 
400,000 volumes in closed stacks. There is an author catalogue, the 
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subject catalogue was, unfortunately, lost during the war. The Libran | 
is especially strong in archaeology and anthropology, but its ven 
great importance lies in the fact that for very many years in the 
past it was usual for publishers to send there, as a courtesy, Copies 


of their publications. There is not yet any legal provision for copyright | 


deposit. Apart from this the Library has for many years received 
and has maintained bound files of Indonesian journals and of 
newspapers. 

While this is the largest collection of Indonesian printed materials 
in Indonesia, the Museum Library is not the national library—nor 
is it likely that sufficient extra storage space could be provided within 
the Museum. The national library situation in Djakarta is similar 
to ours in Wellington in that several libraries share responsibilities 
which are normally those of a national library, while all are function- 
ing in buildings which would make amalgamation impossible. In 
Djakarta the responsibilities of a national library are shared by 
Perpustakaan Sedjarah Politik dan Sosial, the Museum Library, the 
Library of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Library of 
Parliament. 


(2) Perpustakaan Kementarian Perhubungan & Pekerdjaan Umum 
Tenaga (Address: Djalan Hajam Wuruk 1, Djakarta). This is the 
Ehrary of the Ministry of Communications and Public Works. This 
is one of the largest collections in Indonesia. The main library of 
the Ministry was previously in Bandung and about 250,000 volumes 
of technical books and serials remain there. The essential working 
collection of up-to-date material was shifted to Djakarta when the 
headquarters of the Ministry shifted to Djakarta. 


(3) Perpustakaan Kantor Pusat Statistik (Address: Djalan Dr 
Sutomo 7, Djakarta). This is the library of the Central Office of 
Statistics. The collection consists of about 80,000 volumes and 
exchange relations are maintained with many countries. It is the most 
important collection of statistical and economic material in Djakarta. 
The Ministry of Economic Affairs has, however, a smaller working 
collection at Djalan Gadjah Mada 8, Djakarta. 


(4) Perpustakaan Dewan Perwakilan Rakjat Republis Indonesia 
(Address: Djalan Dr Wahidin |, Djakarta). This is the Parliamentary 
Library. It is not the national library, and since the Indonesian 
Parliament is itself housed in improvised quarters, no permanent 
provision can be made for it there. The collection is small and is, 
of necessity, limited by the space available. 


(5) Arsip Negara (State Archives) (Address: Djalan Gadjah Mada 
111, Djakarta). The state archives in Djakarta do not contain the 
retired records of the various ministries but do contain the reports 
of the provincial governors and governors-general of the Netherlands 
Fast Indies. 
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S Very (6) Other Ministry or Departmental Libraries situated in Djakarta 
in the are: 

Cop | Ministry of Agriculture, Djalan Gadjah Mada 86, Djakarta. 
Pyrighi Ministry of Defence, Medan Merdeka Barat 1-3, Djakarta. 
a Ministry of Economic Affairs, Djalan Gadjah Mada 8, Djakarta. 
in ol 


Ministry of Education, Djalan Tjilatjap 4, Djakarta. 
Ministry of Finance, Lapangan Benteng Timur 2, Djakarta. 


aterials Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Djalan Pedjambon 6, Djakarta. 

y—for Ministry of Health, Djalan Prapatan-Senen 10, Djakarta. 

within Ministry of Information, Medan Merdeka Barat 7-9, Djakarta. 

similar Ministry of Internal Affairs, Djalan Segara 7, Djakarta. 

bilities Ministry of Justice, Djalan Segara 7, Djakarta. 

nction- Ministry of Labour, Djalan Segara 18, Djakarta. 

le. In Ministry of Religion, Medan Merdeka Utara 7, Djakarta. 

red by Ministry of Social Affairs, Djalan Nusantara, Djakarta. 

ry, the Archaeological Service Library, Djalan Kimia 12, Djarkata. 

ary of Eykman Institute Library, Djalan Diponegoro 69, Djakarta; a 

| special collection of material on nutrition. 

Umum (7) Bibliotheca Bogoriensis (Address: Djalan Raya 20, Bogor). 

IS the This library, the most important special library outside Djakarta, 

8. This was established in 1842 to support experimental work of the 

ary ol Botanic Gardens of Bogor. It is now one of the most important 

olumes special collections of South-East Asia. The collection contains 120,000 

/orking volumes, of which 80,000 are housed in the headquarters library, 

en the the rest being distributed between the sixteen research institutes with 
which the library is affiliated. The library maintains exchange relations 

an Dr with 68 foreign countries and is responsible for distribution of the 
fice of research publications of the institutes. The library received currently 
sand some 1,100 journals, of which 700 are received on an exchange basis. 

e most Bibliotheca Bogoriensis is the chief agricultural research collection 

akarta. of Indonesia. 

orking (8) Geological Museum Library, Bandung. The most important 
mining and geological collection in Indonesia. 

lonesia (9) Army Headquarters Library, Bandung. The headquarters of 

ventary a very large library system operating throughout Indonesia. 

ynesian 

manent (10) Library of Natural Science, Bandung. This new building of 

and is. four floors, two consisting of stacks (the first floor is for the working 
section of the library and the ground floor for an auditorium), is 
intended to house the natural science collection, which was shifted 

| Mada from Djakarta to make room for the Library of the History of 
sin’ the Politics and Government. 

Me (11) Perpustakaan Islam (Address: Djalan Malioboro, Jogjakarta). 
A collection of about 20,000 volumes which forms the headquarters 
of a system of librarics administered by the Ministry of Religion. 
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The Ministry of Religion supports the social and educational work 
of all religions in Indonesia. 


(12) Perpustakaan Sono Budjo (Museum), Jogjakarta. A collection 
of about 10,000 volumes in the fields of Indonesian history and culture 
and anthropology. 


(13) Perpustakaan Panti Budojo (Museum), Jogjakarta. A 
collection of 711 Javanese manuscripts. 

(14) Perpustakaan Gedung Kirtya, Singaradja, Bali. The library 
is of about 5,000 volumes, but it contains also what is claimed to 
ke the largest range of palm leaf manuscript in Indonesia—about 
2,100 items. The Institute of which the library is part has a 
publications programme including the translation of old Javanese and 
Balinese texts, and maintains exchange relations with overseas 
museums and libraries. 





3. PuBiic LIBRARIES 

Perpustakaan Rakjat (The Public Library) (Address: Djalan 
Salemba 4, Djakarta). This is the headquarters of the entire public 
library system of Indonesia. It is housed in an annexe building of 
the University of Indonesia and looks like a very large warehouse. 
From this headquarters, books are sent out to 189 service centres 
staffed by the public library service personnel, and from these 
service centres the collections are sent out to villages. 

The establishment of the public library system is without doubt 
the most important achievement of Indonesian librarianship. It is 
also an achievement of the Mass Education Department under Pro- 
fessor M. Sadarjoen Siswomartojo, who visited New Zealand some 
months ago. Professor Sadarjoen’s Department is responsible for 
the literacy programme, for adult education and for the development 
of public libraries. 

In the literacy programme alone, his Department had a staff of 
over 70,000 teachers. In every province his Department is represented 
by a provincial inspectorate, and within each province the inspectorate 
is represented in each of the 189 regencies. In planning the public 
library service the Department decided to by-pass the provincial 
headquarters and to make distribution of books directly to each of 
the 189 regencies. This placed the supply nearer to the villages for 
which the service was intended. It would have been very much 
easier to set up one model public library in each of the twelve pro- 
vincial capital cities. This temptation to do something spectacular 
and comparatively simple was renounced in favour of the really 
difficult task of establishing a supply service to villages. 

Indonesia has over 40,000 villages and any village may, on 
request, receive a library collection, if the village will first undertake 
to provide: . 
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(a) Quarters for the library. 

(b) Volunteer labour for the library. 

(c) Supervision by a Mass Education Committee responsible for 

the safe keeping and use of the collection. 

The Indonesian achievement is not that by 1953 15,000 village 
libraries were functioning efficiently and effectively, but rather that 
the service should have been attempted in so many places within 
a period of only four years. Once a library is established much must 
be left to local energy and local initiative. It is one of the functions 
of the Mass Education inspectorate to see that the local committees 
are assisted and advised in carrying on the work which central finance 
has launched. 

Most of the energy of the Mass Education library service has gone 
into the provision of village libraries. The language of the book supply 
is Bahasa Indonesia, and the more difficult material is kept in the 
larger centres, the simpler material being provided as the part of 
the book stock held in the villages. In the cities there is some provision 
of material in foreign languages. Indonesia has adopted Bahasa 
Indonesia as the national language and English as the second language. 
There is a shortage of material in English. It is possible that ihe 
provision of this may become the responsibility of the twelve pro- 
vincial or state libraries. 

Some idea of the supply and distribution problems of the Djakarta 
headquarters of the Public Library Service can be understood when 
it is realised that in 1951 the book budget alone was R8,000,000 or 
about £250,000. The Head of the Public Library Service. Mr F. 
Moeljono Hadi, studied library service at the Library School at 
Loughborough, England. Mr Moeljono must surely be the only 
librarian in the world who is directly responsible for the organisation 
of public library service to 80,000,000 persons. 

4. UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

(1) University of Gadjah Mada, Jogjakarta. This is the only 
university library in Indonesia which has some central relationship 
with its faculty collections. There are faculties of: 


Medicine, dentistry and pharmacy 1,293 students 
Law, economics, sociology and political science 3,815 students 
Arts, education and philosophy 636 students 
Agriculture 422 students 
Veterinary science 147 students 
Engineering 1,103 students 


Total 7,416 students 

The central book collection comprises about 30,000 volumes. The 

University of Gadjah Mada has been established since the revolution. 

It functions in improvised quarters in various parts of the city of 

Jogjakarta and much of the space was made available through ihe 

personal generosity and interest of the Sultan of Jogjakarta. A new 
campus is now being built. 
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The central library includes copies of all textbooks bought for 
faculty collections (in some faculties as many as 60 copies of 
certain textbooks are available for reference). In 1953 the University 
Library was spending about £60,000 per year on books, journals 
and textbooks. 


(2) University of Indonesia (Address: Djalan Salemba 4, Djakarta). 
The University has no central library organisation, and all faculty 
collections are entirely autonomous. The faculties and their locations 
are as follows: 


(a) 


(b) 


Djakarta: 
(i) Medicine (1,026 students) 

This is best organised of the university collections in 
Djakarta. The collection has over 20,000 volumes and there 
is an experienced and full-time staff. 

(ii) Law and Sociology (562 students) 
The main collection is included in Museum Library. Apart 


from this there is a small working collection of two or three | 


thousand volumes in the Library of the Criminological 
Institute, housed in the Law Faculty. Student assistant staff. 
(iii) Arts and Philosophy (262 students) 

A small collection, but the only faculty apart from Medicine 
which has a full-time librarian. Closed access. 
(iv) Economics (1,307 students) 

A closed-access collection which is small but rapidly develop- 
ing. Student assistant staff. 

The University of Indonesia in Djakarta is functioning in 
many improvised buildings. A new campus has been planned. 
Bogor: 

(i) Agriculture (437 students) 

About 6,000 volumes with a full-time librarian. A small and 

new collection. 
(ii) Veterinary science (103 students) 
About 16,000 volumes with a full-time librarian. 


(c) Bandung: 


(i) Engineering faculty (2,345 students) 

A central collection of about 25,000 volumes with 12 de- 
partmental libraries. The headquarters library does the 
cataloguing for the departmental libraries. There is a full-time 
staff. 

(ii) Fine Arts (49 students) 

Recently housed in a new room in the Department of 
Architecture. 

(iii) Mathematics and Natural Sciences (721 students) 

A collection of about 6,000 volumes with two departmental 
collections. 
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(iv) Education (231 students) 

A new library being rapidly developed. This will probably 
become the main collection in this subject in Indonesia. There 
is a full-time staff. (Address: Teachers’ University College, 
P.T.P.G., Bumi Siliwangi, P.O. Box 53, Bandung.) 

(v) Housing Centre Library 

It is intended that this will serve as the world research 
centre for low-cost tropical housing in humid climates. This 
is a new undertaking which the United Nations Technical 
Assistance Programme is supporting. (Address: Regional 
Housing Centre, Fakultet Teknik Bagian Bangunan, Djalan 
Ganeca 10, Bandung.) 

Makassar 
(i) Economics (104 students) 
(ii) Law (111 students) 

A well-organised library of about 13,000 volumes serves both 
these faculties. There is a full-time staff. 

(3) Airlangga University, Surabaja. 

(a) Surabaja: 

(i) Medicine (1,424 students) 
(ii) Dentistry (363 tsudents) 
A very small central library with 25 departmental collections. 
The central library has a full-time staff. 
(iii) Law (888 students) 
There is no collection yet for this faculty. 
(b) Malang: 
(i) Education (143 students) 
This is a newly established faculty. 

(4) New autonomous universities are being established in Central 
Sumatra and North Sulawesi and it is likely that the Bandung faculties 
will be grouped into another autonomous university. Faculties already 
established at Bukittinggi, Central Sumatra, are of Medicine, Agri- 
culture, Education and Law. It is for this reason that the provincial 
library at Bukittinggi is most important, since it can assist in the 
development of these new faculty collections. 


(d 


5. SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

To provide 50 books per class for more than 31,000 schools, 
the Ministry. of Education planned to build up a collection of 
9,331,000 volumes. By 1954 as many as 1,104,000 volumes had 
been distributed. 

Most Indonesian schools are of 300 pupils and most are two-shift 
schools, with two complete staffs, the same building being used in 
the morning by 300 students and in the afternoon by another 300 
students. Collections of not less than 300 books were being prepared 
in Djakarta and sent out to schools throughout Indonesia. There are 
many problems in this because in the lower classes of the primary 
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schools teaching is in the local languages and only later in the national 
language, Bahasa Indonesia. In the secondary schools the foreign 
language taught is English. The head of this school library service 
is Mr Ong Jan Ho. Mr Ong attended the Delhi Seminar on school 
and public libraries and discussed school library development with 
New Zealand’s representative, Mr H. Macaskill. The headquarters of 
the school library service is: Bagian Alat Alat, Kementerian P.P.K., 
Djalan Nusantara, Djakarta. 

PLANNING LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 


Most of the problems of library development in Indonesia arise 
from profusion of effort rather than from lack of effort. The chiet 
problem in public library service, for example, is to co-ordinate the 
nation-wide public library systems attempted by the Ministry of 
Information, the Ministry of Religion, and other ministries, with that 
of the Ministry of Education. It is hoped that this can be done 
through the provincial libraries, and already there is better co-operation 
at the provincial and regency levels. 

The organisations which are working to bring about co-ordination 
ure the recently established National Library Board, Dewan 
Perpustakaan Nasional, Djalan Salemba 4, Djakarta, and _ the 
Indonesian Library Association—Perhimpunan Ahli Perpustakaan, 
Arsip dan Dokumentasi Indonesia (PAPADI: Association  0/ 
Librarians, Archivists and Documentalists) (Address: c/o Kursus 
Pendedikan Ahli-Perpustakaan, Medan Merdeka Selatan 11, Djakarta). 

The Library Board reports through, and is financed by, the recently 
established Libraries Bureau of the Ministry of Education (Address: 
Biro Perpustakaan, Kementerian P.P.K., Djalan Tjilatjap 4, Djakarta). 

The basic recommendations for library co-ordination were made al 
the first national library conference, held in Djakarta in March, 1954. 
The report of this conference is given in a duplicated publication of 
103 pages, Laporan Konperensi Perpustakaan Seluruh Indonesia, pub- 
lished by the General Secretary of the Conference for the Ministry 
of Education. This conference drew up the Constitution of the 
Indonesian Library Association and recommended the establishment 
of the National Library Board. The first national conference of 
librarians to be held under this constitution took place in Djakarta 
in April, 1956. The report of the conference is given in the Indonesian 
Library Association journal Perpustakaan Arsip Dokumentasi (2nl, 
Ja’57) which I have received from Djakarta. 

The Libraries Bureau is responsible for the work of the Library 
School and of the National Bibliographical Centre. For the School 
and for the Centre a new building has been erected behind Perpusta- 
kaan Sedjarah Politik dan Sosial, in Djakarta, and it is expected that, 
in the future, the School will be able to take up to 100 students. 

The National Bibliographical Centre publishes the current national 
bibliography Berita Bulanan dari Kantor Bibliografi Nasional. The 
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National Centre has recently been working on a union catalogue 
of the holdings of university libraries throughout Indonesia. 

The Libraries Bureau is responsible for the programme of local 
and overseas training for librarians. The Head of the Libraries 
Bureau, Dr Lie Sek Hiang, is at present studying at the Library School 
of Columbia University. Dr Lie will return to Indonesia towards the 
end of this year after visiting libraries in Scandinavia. 

Throughout these notes I have given, where possible, the full 
addresses of important libraries because | hope it may be possible 
for librarians in this country to establish some contact with librarians 
in Indonesia who are working in similar fields. The library statistics 
given throughout relate to 1953, when Mr Patah and I made a library 
survey. In 1955 the National Library Board prepared a questionnaire 
and began the systematic collection of library statistics in Indonesia. 





INSIDE THE BUILDING 


A GALLERY OF GADGETS 
COLLECTED ABROAD IN 1956 


F. A. SANDALL 


Mr Harold Miller tells a story of a library building with this notice 
on it: “This isn’t the Library; that’s inside”. My story then, is not 
about libraries; merely the machinery within, and mainly within 
university libraries. 


1. CONSTRUCTION AND USE 


“Modular” buildings are the vogue. Because you can put walls (and 
even floors) almost where you like, and change them around if 
you're not satisfied, these flexible buildings are successful. Changing 
methods of instruction may need different study arrangements; it may 
be useful to be able to bring teachers and groups of students together 
‘n the library; the number of students in a certain field may alter 
or the relationship between subjects change. Interior layout may be 
altered to suit. Size of modules is usually about 20 feet and _ this, 
though flexible, is also restricting, for the vertical columns carry 
electricity, plumbing, air conditioning, and so may determine size 
and placing of windows, and the minimum size of rooms within. 
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Books are close to reading areas which often have an outside wall 
for view and light. But one librarian I met had windows blinded at 
midday: “You can have God's light,” he said, “but it’s no good to 
you.” Windows are used more for light than air, but at Hawaii there 
is a beautiful louvre glass wall. Their worry was: “Who will ever 
clean it?” Kalihi Public Library had fine shutters 2 ft. x 4 ft. set 
vertically on the upper half of one wall. Windows are not seriously 
considered as a source of fresh air. 

Entrances in new buildings are inviting—deliberately. There may 
be several turnstiles; but there is always only one exit. All exits are 
supervised; very few controlled. Apart from the very big question of 
general planning, determined largely by educational aims and policy, 
the common interior equipment shows great variety. 

Stack towers are out. Height above six stories is thought a dis- 
advantage. If possible keep a building low enough not to need 
passenger lifts. Yet I saw several “thirties” buildings with stack towers 
still functioning very well and not full. Divisional arrangement is 
outside discussion here, but note that it is not necessary to a modular 
building though it can very easily be used in one. 

The doctrine of expansibility is being questioned: a service library 
need not for ever grow larger, and alternatives are seen in co- 
operative specialisation and storage, making possible fixed maximum 
holdings, by withdrawals to equal accessions. Some of us may prefer 
to adopt Keyes Metcalf’s plan of increasing the library’s budget every 
few years by dropping a professor from the university payroll. 

2. CHARGING SYSTEMS 


Most popular is the McBee Keysort, a punched card method that 
can be worked manually without the expensive IBM or similar 
machine. Borrowers enter their own charges with author, title, etc., 
as required. “Transaction number” methods are coming in, and work 
well at Columbia University, New York, the University of Arizona 
and at the Lamont Library, Harvard. Main stack collections are 
usually not open to all studenis, but even where they are open, 
pneumatic tubes are used to send a student’s request for a book up 
to a “page” in the stacks. They were much favoured and libraries 
without them regretted the omission. The best I saw were British 
designed Lamson Auto Tubes, which need only two tubes for any 
number of stations and are set by a neat device on the cartridge 
like the setting of a time fuse on an artillery shell. Photo-charging 
and machine systems were not common, except that big places used 
IBM punched cards instead of the manual variety. 


3. PERIODICALS 


Visible files, rotating or swinging on vertical supports, are every- 
where; sometimes selective, always containing information on title, 
location, class, number and holdings. At Auckland University College 
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Library years ago we tried this, but found it needed too much 
current maintenance and dropped it. Down to earth commonsense 
everywhere prevailed in the shelving of serials; they’re just placed 
flat on shelves, often along rather than across. California at Berkeley 
seemed to have a peak of recording efficiency with a battery of 
card-wheels each driven by its own electric motor. In divisional 
libraries (where collections are arranged more or less in groups of 
subjects; e.g., Humanities, Science, Social Sciences) periodicals are 
a problem because many of them straddle even these divisions. Some 
teachers and librarians prefer one periodical room for all subjects. 
For trade catalogues the “Princeton file” seemed simple, old and 
effective; for incomplete volumes and other material not to be bound, 
Gaylord “multibinders”, and for much used current numbers, Gaylord 
magazine protector No. 218 of soft, dull plastic. To hold periodicals 
on a display rack with all the tops level, there’s an ideal gadget 
which libraries of all kinds could adopt, the Remington Rand stirrup 
holder. Ingenious publishers may note that the only way to defeat 
this is to put the title on the bottom instead of the top of the cover. 
Binding is conventional and costly; oversewing machines are often 
used in library binderies; some “flush binding”, using plain or paper- 
covered boards, is used, even to the extent of trimming close to the 
text to reduce size. Obligation to have work done by the State printer 
in State universities and the inertia of long-established machinery 
and methods may prevent radical changes. Only at Sydney in the 
Public Library of New South Wales did | find a librarian using 
almost wholly the perfect binding method by Lumbeck or similar 
machine that we use in Auckland. Michigan believe rebinding un- 
economical; use an oversewing machine; use lead slugs from an old 
linotype machine for setting up titles in their blocking press; and 
say that “tissuing™ is better than “laminating” as it does not swell 
the bulk of sheets. 
4. AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS 


All this material—films, pictures, gramophone records, tapes, slides, 
and so on—is, on the whole, unpopular with librarians. If it is used 
for teaching purposes, most prefer not to handle it and it is often 
the job of the administrative office or a special department such as 
that of Education or Extension. But, of course, microfilm and micro- 
print of text from books or periodicals, or of unpublished material, 
can’t be dodged by the library—indeed it’s a great boon. An impor- 
lant minority opinion holds that “A-V aids” are handled more 
expensively and less efficiently by other departments who lack the 
machinery and experience of the library. So one does find lecture 
halls and theatrettes fitted for films, sound, even TV. One place had 
speakers for radio, microphone, and tape recorder; even light dimmer 
controls. Here too, there was a 2 in. strip of lino above the black- 
boards for pins for charts, and a rail for sliding hooks for holding 
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maps. The best reader I saw last year (these things are being 
developed rapidly) for microcard and microprint was the Kodagraph 
Microprint Reader Model A which will take anything up to 83 in. x 
11} in. and gives a 22:1 magnification. Gramophone records are 
the biggest exception in this non-book material. There are collections 
with thousands of items including much poetry and drama. Records 
are quite often lent, sometimes hired (ten cents a disc at Columbia); 
may be catalogued under form, medium, composer and title and are 
commonly arranged by a serial (e.g. accession) number. They are 
lent in albums or strong card containers with a string handle and 
may have a bookcard in a pocket on the cover or album as in a book. 


Microfilm was shelved neatly in those little 4 in. x 4 in. cartons 
we all know, sitting like books on racks specially made the right 
height and width. This must be one of the very few cases where | 
saw wood delikerately used for ordinary purpose shelving. Any other 
wooden shelves were for rare book rooms or memorial features. 
Slides (more often handled by Administration than Library) may have 
viewing tables for inspection and even illuminated panels on the 
cabinets in which they are kept. Lighted map tracing tables are 
provided and not only in the U.S.A.; there are some in the Normal 
School Library at Heaton Street, Christchurch. 


At Harvard, in the Lamont (undergraduate) Library, examination 
papers are used almost as an A-V aid; they’re mounted vertically on 
the walls behind glass. 


Photographs at the Fogg Art Museum (Harvard) are mounted 
with dry mounting tissue, using heat and exact timing, not pressure, 
by means of a Seal Drymounting Press from Seal Inc., Skelton, Conn. 
The mounted items were kept in a Superfiler (General Fireproofing 
Co., Youngstown, Ohio) which had a tilting front to its drawers and 
a spring-loaded front compressor. 


5. READING ROOMS AND FURNITURE 


It's quite obvious that students (and public library readers?) like 
to work by themselves. The quict corners, the single-seater tables, 
are always filled first. Carrels, from elaborate ones with locking doors, 
locking drawers and movable lights sliding along under the shelves 
to semi-private ones and mere alcoves, are numerous, but never enough. 
A simpler arrangement, suitable for undergraduates, is the single little 
table, say a row of them along one side of the building under 
windows, or the many possikle combinations of Snead or Sjéstrom 
units, two, three, or four of which may be placed together in different 
groupings. Informal chairs and settees are not preferred by students 
to chairs and tables. Fine workmanship and strong woods make 
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superb furniture and doors, and catalogue cabinets; when it is used 
for shelving, adjustment by a hole and threaded pin is enough 
because of the hardness of the wood. New Zealand timbers kiln- 
dried don’t seem suitable for this today. 

For graduates or advanced students a shelf of books they can 
keep and work with in the library for a week or two can be made by 
a box with two steel shelf brackets screwed to it and a locking wire 
grille front, so that, when not in use, it may be closed and hooked on 
to wall supports or in the stacks like any shelf. Typing rooms are 
provided sometimes with cointypers (10 cents for 30 minutes), 
sometimes with lockers for private machines; and there are usually 
drinking water fountains, racks for coathangers (in reading areas) 
with the hangers (one librarian apologised for having only forty in 
one room), coin-in-slot phones and smoking facilities. One library, 
all-smoking, had to create a special non-smoking area. 


6. CopyYING CATALOGUE CARDS 


Many cards are still typed but for five or more the Multilith is 
common using an ordinary typed master sheet or combined with 
xerography. The machine may be owned by the university admini- 
stration Or printing department and cards printed from the foolscap 
master sheets may be cut in the printing department or commercially. 
The A B Dick duplicator did a good job with conventional stencils. 
Probably the proportion of Library of Congress cards used is higher 
than it is here. At Auckland University College Library we use 
successfully a small machine, costing under £10, the Printomatic Card 
Printer. It was supplied by Industries Export Corp., The Merchandise 
Mart, Room 931, Chicago 34, Illinois, U.S.A. Stencils are made in 
our book bindery by cutting up the ordinary foolscap ones. 


7. LIGHTING 


Artificial light, mainly fluorescent, is widely used. Sometimes the 
illumination is too bright and, in an experiment, it was found that 
students gradually deserted a brilliantly lit area for one less bright 
but more intimate! As with tables, students like their own little patch 
of light; it helps them to concentrate. In a manuscript room an ideally 
even light was from a ceiling entirely covered with corrugated pearl 
plastic with’ fluorescent lights above. Stack lights to be turned on 
and off frequently are usually incandescent bulbs. In modular buildings 
or areas where things may be changed round, a good idea was tubes 
arranged in squares on 3 ft. 6 in. centres; that is, tubes form the 
sides of a 3 ft. 6 in. square, and the same distance from it a second 
square is set concentrically; other sets of two squares are placed 
Mt. 6in. from each other over the whole area. Whichever way you 
place free standing bookstacks under this, there will be enough light. 
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8. COMPACT SHELVING 


The nicest-looking example I saw was at Michigan where, disdaining 
or perhaps despairing of local co-operative storage, they had built their 
own storage library for little-used books. It is to hold 450,000 
volumes and has floors 7 ft. 6 in. apart supported stack-principle on 
Ames steel uprights, which are 3 ft. apart and fitted with Ames 
Stor-Mor compact shelving. Books are graded in three sizes: up to 
94 in.; over this and up to 11} in.; over this and up to 16 in. Everything 
above this goes with newspapers. Of the smallest size 156 volumes 
can be got on one 3 ft. “shelf” or drawer. These are very well balanced 
and most efficient but the whole thing seems rather elaborate com- 
pared with, say, the New England Deposit Library’s co-operative 
storage which consists of the simplest form of fixed wooden shelving 
not even fully dressed. Michigan’s building is air-conditioned and 
humidity-controlled. Mid-West Inter-Library Center has the neat 
system of three double ranges of shelves in a sandwich. Each three- 
foot tier in the two outer ranges is hinged like a door, and to take 
the weight has a small wheel like a caster on its lower outside edge. 
“They're too heavy for women to handle.” After manipulating one, 
1 decided it was too heavy for me too. 


9, MISCELLANEOUS 


A technical process area, which includes any of those mechanical 
jobs in connection with orders and cataloguing, repairs, etc., had wash 
basins and a sink with a real double-bench; no good my saying every 
New Zealand kitchen had one. For archive and loose documentary 
material, | liked the Quik-lok Collapsible File (Kay-Dee Co., Lincoln, 
Labraska). At Chicago a battery of microfilm readers was arranged 
in the zig-zag pattern of a jumping-jack firework, shielding each user 
from his neighbour and taking a minimum of space. Work this out 
for yourself; it might make a useful sort of carrel arrangement for non- 
microfilm readers! Trolleys and other book-deposit boxes have spring- 
loaded platforms; at Lamont there’s one operated by an electric eye 
that lowers the board a litthe each time a book crosses the beam. 
Rather nonsense! But the tiny magnets on a steel plate notice board 
were fun; you simply hold your notice on the baize-covered metal 
and slip the magnetic block over it. Finally, a good “marking clamp 
pit”, was used for holding bocks to be marked on the spine. I have 
architects’ working drawings for this and will lend if required. 

Enquirers for more details may write if they wish, but musn’t expect 
me to know all the answers. 
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N.Z.L.A. COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 29 AUGUST 1957 


Present: 

The President, D. C. Pryor (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. Bagnall, 
L. Christie, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, A. G. W. Dunningham, H. J. 
Lorimer, W. J. McEldowney, E. E. McMillan, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry 
l. A. Sandall, D. M. Wylie, the Registrar and the Hon. Editor. 

Apologies: 

Apologies from Mr D. B. Black, Mr R. Duthie and Mrs E. E. McMillan 
(for part of the meeting) were sustained. 

Dates of Conferences: 

Mr McEldowney’s report on dates of conferences was received. It was 
resolved that Council should, whenever possible, arrange for conferences 
to be held in the week which includes the third Wednesday in February. 
Federation of Asian Library Associations: 

It was resolved that the New Zealand Library Association join the 
Federation of Asian Library Associations. 

Proposed Survey of N.Z. Library Services: 

It was resolved that subject to finance being available a broad survey 
of all New Zealand library services be made, if possible in 1959. 

Sale of Training Course Notes: 

It was resolved that the notes for Part I, Paper B, of the Training Course, 
when available in bound form, be sold at the price of £1 a set. 
Film: Books for All: 

The Registrar reported that the film Books for All prepared by the 
Syracuse University Audio-Visual Center, had been released in April and 
was being sold at $200 a print, but that she had not yet seen any reviews 
of it. It was resolved that efforts be made to have the film purchased by 
the National Film Library. 

1959 Conference: 

It was resolved that the Wellington City Council be thanked for its 
invitation to hold the 1959 N.Z.L.A. Conference in Wellington, and that 
the invitation be accepted. 

Library Association of Australia: 

The Registrar reported that a letter of greetings had been sent to the 
Library Association of Australia on the occasion of its ninth conference 
being held in Adelaide at the end of August, and that she had said in it 
that the N.Z.L.A. would be glad to welcome any visiting librarians to its 
1958 conference. 

Adoption of Uniform System of Lending Services Costing: 

The Registrar read a letter from the Town Clerk, Dunedin, enclosing 
a copy of a report by Mr J. C. Ward of the Associated Industrial Con- 
sultants Limited, and a note from Mr Dunningham asking that the Council 
consider the adoption of a uniform system of leading services costing. 
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It was resolved that the correspondence be referred to the Public Library 
Service Committee and that the Town Clerk be thanked for forwarding 
the report. 

New Zealand Book Week: 

The Registrar read a letter from the Secretary of the Associated Book- 
sellers of New Zealand stating that New Zealand Book Week would 
be held between 23 September and 27 September and that Mr D. B. Paul 
of Hamilton was arranging for the printing of a list of New Zealand 
books. It was resolved that the Association advise the Associated 
Booksellers of New Zealand of its support in the project and that a 
note about it be published in the Newsletter. 

Archives Committee: 

Mr Bagnall referred to the statement that the Otago Branch viewed with 
some concern the fact that the Archives Bill at present before the House 
of Representatives was not discussed in its final form by the Archives 
Committee. He said that the Committee had not met since conference, 
but that in July he had reported to the Standing Executive Committee that 
the draft Bill had been circulated to various Government Departments for 
comment and that the National Library Service had suggested several 
amendments. At that time it was thought that the Bill would be passed 
quickly and that there would not be time for the Committee to act, 
and the Standing Executive Committee had decided to take no action. 
It was decided to defer further consideration of the matter until after 
the luncheon adjournment. 

Children’s Library Service Conimittee: 

It was resolved that the report of the Children’s Library Service 
Committee be referred to the Children’s and Young People’s Section, to 
the Public Library Service Committee and to the Training Committee, 
and that they be asked to report back by the end of November, the 
comments to be referred to a committee consisting of Mrs D. N. White 
(Convener), Mrs C. A. C. Bishop, A. G. W. Dunningham and H. 
Macaskill to co-ordinate the comments and finalise the report for pre- 
sentation to Council in February. 

Conference Committees 

The Registrar read a letter from the Blenheim Borough Council, referred 
to her by the Chairman of the Local Authorities Section, commenting on 
the fact that meetings of the Local Authorities Section and Children’s 
and Young People’s Section were planned to be held concurrently at the 
1958 Conference. Mr Lorimer reported that the Conference Comma.ttee 
had considered this matter but felt that the Local Authorities Section 
might be glad to have a smaller meeting. It was resolved that subject 
to amendments and suggestions noted the conference programme be 
approved, and that an appropriate reply be sent to the Blenheim Borough 
Council. 

Archives Committee: 

Mr Pryor read a message from Mrs McMillan saying that the second 
reading of the Archives Bill would be taken on Friday, 30th August, and 
suggesting that the Association should ask that the Bill be referred to 
a Committee, possibly the Local Bills Committee. It was resolved that 
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a letter be sent to the Minister of Internal Affairs asking that the Bill 
be referred to a committee to enable the Association’s representations to 
be considered, and that the letter set out the following recommendations: 

(i) That the Chief Archivist should have an advisory responsibility for 
local body archives and that this point should be mentioned specifically 
in the Act. 

(ii) That provision should be made to cover the records of local 
authorities which have ceased to exist through amalgamation or other 
causes. 

Credentials Committee: 

Mr Alley read the report of the Credentials Committee and moved that 
it be received and the recommendations agreed to. After some discussion 
the motion was carried. 

Finance Committee: 

It was resolved that the report of the Finance Committee be received 
and the recommendations adopted, namely: 

(i) That the Legislation Committee be asked to prepare a notice of 
motion for submission to the next Annual Meeting amending the 
rules for subscriptions to include the proposed rates for school 
members suggested by the Children’s and Young People’s Section. 

(ii) That the sum of three thousand five hundred pounds (£3,500) be 
funded for the purpose of buying a property for the Association 
and that the auditors be consulted as to where best from the 
accumulated funds the money for investment should be drawn. 

(iii) That the Council revert to the conventional form of balance sheet. 
legislation Committee: 

The Registrar read a letter from the Convener of the Legislation Com- 
mittee enclosing revised draft conditions for membership under the new 
Rule 6A, and pointing out that the conditions were not main rules of 
the Association and were revokable by simple resolution of the Council. It 
was resolved that the revised conditions be agreed to. 


Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions and Qualifications Committee: 

Mr Christie reported that the Committee had met and that a_ report 
would be circulated in the near future. The Committee thought it best 
lo make a bold attempt, and the salaries suggested would probably be in 
conflict with the scale previously agreed to. The report was received. 
Library Buildings Committee: 

It was moved that the report of the Library Buildings Committee be 
received and the recommendations adopted. It was moved as an amendment 
that consideration of the report be deferred to the February meeting and 
that members of the Council be asked to submit their comments on ihe 
leport to the convener of the committee in time to allow an amended 
report to be presented if necessary. The amendment was seconded and 
carried. The substantive motion was then carried. 

Library Training Committee: 

It was resolved that the report of the Library Training Committee be 
received and the recommendations contained in it be adopted, namely: 

(i) That Miss N. Calvert and Miss J. Child be added to the panel 

of tutors. 

(ii) That where Branches are entirely unable to make local provision, 


17] 








Council should this year provide an emergency grant of up to 
£25 from the Registration Fund for certain students approved by 
the Convener of the Training Committee to visit other Centres 
for tuition or to be visited by a tutor. 

(iii) That the National Library Service proposal to enlarge the Library 
School prospectus be commended, and that it be a recommendation 
to the Director of the National Library Service that the material 
in draft form be made available as soon as possible through 
National Publicity Channels. 


New Zealand Book Resources Committee: 

The report of the Book Resources Committee was received and the recom- 
mendations adopted, namely: 

(i) That the attention of librarians be drawn through the Newsletter 
to the serious damage often done to books on the inter-island 
steamer express, and that they be recommended to send interloan 
books between the islands by registered post and to use very 
strong wrapping. 

(ii) That the Government be asked to make an appointment at the 
national level to develop and co-ordinate scientific, technical and 
commercial library service through public libraries. 

(iii) That public appreciation of the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York’s gift of sets of American books to a number of New 
Zealand libraries be expressed by the Association. 

(iv) That Mr P. Havard-Williams be added to the N.Z. Book Resources 
Committee. 

Public Library Service Committee: 

Mr Wylie presented the report of the Public Library Service Committee 
The Registrar referred to the Standing Executive Committee minutes for 
May in which the question of extending the census to cover university 
and special libraries had been mentioned. For this reason the draft 
census forms had been referred to the University and Research Section 
tor comment. She then read two letters from the Hon. Secretary of the 
Section stating that it was generally agreed by members that the 1959 
census should not be extended to university and special libraries, but that 
steps be taken by the Section on the basis of information collected in 
the course of compiling the Directory of Special Libraries to prepare a 
suitable form to be used in a later census of libraries. 

The following resolutions were then carried: 

(i) That the comments on the proposed form for the 1959 census set 
out in the committee’s report be forwarded to the Department of 
Statistics and that Mr Wylie be authorised to discuss the matter 
on behalf of the Association with the Department. 

(ii) That a survey of financial statistics for 1956/57 be undertaken by 
the Association and that the form set out in the committee’ 
report be approved, subject to an additional sub-division of “rate 
levied” into general and special rates, for distribution to all public 
library members of the Association. 

(iii) That no action be taken to have rental collections treated as 
trading undertakings in terms of section 126 of the Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1954. 
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Fublications Committee: 


Mr Bagnall reported that the Committee had met but that it had no 
report to make. The comments frem the Otago Branch on the distribution 
of the Newsletter with New Zealand Libraries, were noted. Miss Bibby 
said that, although she had mentioned that as a general practice it would 
probably be cheaper to hold the Newsletter for distribution with New 
Zealand Libraries, she would always send out a Newsletter separately if 
that seemed advisable. Distribution of the July issue of New Zealand 
Libraries had been held up because of sickness on the staff of the Wellington 
Public Libraries. Mr Bagnall said that the question of distribution of 
New Zealand Libraries would be discussed by the Publications Committee 
when it next met. 

It was resolved that the question of publishing the fiction list in 
cyclostyled form be referred to the Publications Committee for report. 


Regional Library Co-operation: 

The report of the Committee on Regional Library Co-operation and 
the minutes of the Local Authorities Section executive meeting held on 
20th July were received. 

It was resolved that the Committee on Regional Library Co-operation 
be asked to reconsider its report in relation to the recommendations of 
the Local Authorities Section. 

It was resolved that the report, subject to any amendments made by 
the ccmmittee, be placed before the next conference. 

It was resolved that enough copies of the report for all members of 
library committees be distributed to local authorities early in November, 
and that copies be sent to the executive of the Municipal Association. 


Copyright Committee: 

Mr Bagnall reported that the Association's first submission to the 
Copyright Committee had been made and that permission had been 
received for a later submission to be made with regard to copyright on 
photographs in libraries. The report was received, and the submission 
upproved. 

Mr Bagnall reported further that the four university librarians intended 
to make representations on the question of copyright on theses. 


Children’s and Young People’s Section: 

The Registrar read a letter from the Hon. Secretary of the Children’s 
and Young People’s Section enclosing a draft article about the advantages 
of membership of the Association for suggested publication in National 
Education. She -reported that copies of the draft article had been referred 
lo the Publications Committee and to the School Library Service for com 
ment, but that no replies had yet been received. She suggested that it 
might be desirable not to publish the article until about March when 
the new subscription rates would be known, the new Section executive 
would have been appointed, and there would be less likelihood of teachers’ 
positions and duties being changed than at the end of the year. It was 
resolved that consideration of the matter be deferred until the new sub- 
scription rates are known. 
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THE WEAKEST LINK 





Plastic book covers are used by the majority of 
libraries throughout New Zealand and have improved 
the appeal and life of books in circulation. Experience 
has shown librarians that the edge binding tape tends 
to split at the spine and deteriorate rapidly after a 
few months’ use. 


We are pleased to offer what we believe to be a 
better book cover and we are prepared to guarantee 
the edge binding tape for the life of the cover. In 
conjunction with some quite attractive advertising this 
book cover is offered at a lower price. 


Should you have a limited budget please allow us 
to demonstrate how your quantity of cellulose covers 
may be increased by at least fifty per cent. for the 
same outlay. 


As we are indenting our Cellulose Acetate from England 
precut to size, we have available 10 reels 24 in. wide, 
004 in. thick, 60 Ibs. weight per reel. The price is 7s. 10d. 
per lb. plus packaging and freight. 





If we have aroused your interest—write to: 


COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY LTD. 


P.O. Box 1941; Auckland. 











Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO N.Z.L.A. LIST 


AuTHOR GRADING 


A Established author of Major Works—wholly free. 
[A] Tentative A grading—mainly free. 
AB Author with Literary and General appeal—suitable for both free 


and rental collections. 


|AB| As above: tentative grading. 


B= Author of Stock Commercial Novels—wholly rental. 


[i1Le— GRADING 
A Major works. 
Ab Less important works. 
AB Literary and general appeal. 


aB General but mainly non-literary appeal. 


B Stock commercial. 
QO May cause offence. 


POPULARITY is indicated by asterisks 


gradings. 


(maximum three) after the title 





1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Boll, Heinrich. The unguarded house, tr. 
by Mervyn Savill. Arco, 1957. 15/-. 
“Herr Boll is as representative a 
product as one could wish from the 
post-Hitler era. ... He is a kind of 
Threepenny Opera, with non-singing 
prostitutes and bourgeois versions of 
Mack-the-Knife.””. TLS 26.7.57. Ab*. 

Compton-Burnett, Ivy, 1885- . A. A 
father and his fate. Gollancz, 1957. 
13/6. “The plot of this book is rather 
too much like the plot of Parents 
and children. ... This is a_ blood 
curdling novel... but what one 
demands of Miss Compton-Burnett is 
just this gelid quality which is so 
healthily her own. ... The forked 
tongue flickers and stings precisely the 
spot marked down.” Hansford 
Johnson in NSN, 10.8.57. A*. 

Curtis, Jean-Louis, 1917- . [A]. The 
silken ladder, tr. by Violet Schiff and 
Edward Beddington Behrens. Secker 
& Warburg, 1957. 12/6. “[The author] 
has decided . . . to spotlight a single 
episode of idyllic, love and to consider 
its impact on three people. . .a 
Pleasantly fresh approach even to so 
old a problem as the tragedy of love 
coe” TLS, 28.57. Ad*. 

Davies, Rhys, 1903- . A. The perishable 
quality. Heinemann, 1957. 15/-. “‘Mr 
Rhys Davies is a writer who has never 
quite had his due . . . The perishable 
quality is completely characteristic of 
him.... The whole Welsh  back- 
ground and the figures that move 
across it are presented in the terms 
of a warm, sunny comedy... ” 
W. Allen in NSN, 10.8.57. Ab*. 
Lodwick, John, 1916- AB. Equator. 





Heinemann, 1957. 15/-. “. .. The 
story is a neat twisting-together of 
serious love and serio-comic politics. 

This seems to me the warmest 
and most magnanimous novel Mr 
Lodwick has written...” P. Hans- 
ford Johnson in NSN,  24.8.57. 
AB**. 


Richter, Conrad, 1890- . A. The lady. 
Gollancz, 1957. 12/6. 6 3 Oe 
example of a genre which is becom- 
ing increasingly fashionable in 
America, the highbrow western. It is 
written with artful simplicity and 
with great attention to correct local 
colour.” G. §. Fraser in NSN, 
27.7.57. AB**. 

Stewart, John Innes Macintosh (Michael 
Innes, pseud.), 1906- . A. Use of 
riches. Gollancz, 1957. 13/6. “His 
theme—the relation of art to life— 
is Jamesian, and so is his style, which 
has a wit and felicity, an ease of 
metaphor, which will delight all who 
delight in the Master.” W. Allen in 
NSN, 10.8.57. Ab*. 

Thomas, Gwyn, 1913- . AB. Gazooka. 
Gollancz,1957. 13/6. A volume of 
short stories..‘"Mr Thomas’s vein of 
Welsh lyrical farce continues to be so 
entertaining that it seems unreasonable 
and ungrateful to complain of the 
repetition, which is, anyway, forced 
upon him by his genre.”” M. Richard- 
son in NSN, 17.8.57. AB*. 

Trease, Geoffrey. Snared nightingale. 
Macmillan, 1957. 15/-. “. ..a fine 
historical novel and a witty conver 
sation piece ... a minor classic with 
every detail in the short book drawn 
perfectly to scale.” TLS, 9.8.57. Ab*. 





2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS 


Algren, Nelson. A walk on the wild building . . . [it] is only fairly 
side. Spearman, 1957. 15/-. “[This] cessful... at any rate, [it] 
novel has headed the American best vitality in plenty, characters of 
seller list for three months. But to Stance, and a true narrative giff 
sort out the eloquence from the TLS, 19.7.57. AB**. 
cornography and the realism from the Purdy, James. 63:Dream 
pornography would entail laborious Gollancz, 1957. 12/6. 
microscopical discretion.”” Maurice considerable novelist and 
Richardson in NSN, 17.8.57. AB*t*.O writer is in the very highest 

Bushnell, ©. A. The last days of Captain contemporary writers . . . 63:Dr 
Cook. Chatto and Windus, 1957. 15/-. Palace seems to the present revi 
- . vivid account of the events a masterpiece.”” TLS, 19.7.57. Ab. 
leading up to the murder of Captain Tuohy, Frank. The animal game. 
Cook ... a moving story set against millan, 1957. 15/-. “A 
a charming picture of the golden age intelligent, well-written 
of Polynesia.” TLS, 19.7.57. AB**. amorphous novel—as a first unusu 

Longstreet, Stephen. The promoters promising—about multi-racial; 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1957. 16/-. and emotional relationships in Brag 
“In so far as it is a satire on the lightly peppered with politics.” 
American brand of private empire Richardson in NSN, 17.8.57. Ab**, 


3. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 


Baldwin, Monica. The called and the biography / leap over the wall... 
chosen. Hamilton, 1957. 15/-. “The [she] writes with great grace 
pattern of Miss Baldwin's novel is dignity.” G.. §. Fraser in 
broadly similar to that of her auto- 27.7.57. AB**. 





ERRATA 
New Zealand Libraries 20n6, August 1957. 
Page 141, line 24, should read as follows: 
es of the staff there and, even if there is no specific exclusion of 


” 


readers 


Page 142, line 14, should read as follows: 


sy to be. It is impossible, for instance, to provide a classification 


which 





ABOLITION OF HANGING 


Later this year—probably in November—there will be a national 
referendum to decide whether or not hanging should continue in 
New Zealand. There will be some public discussions on Capital 
Punishment, and we list below the books that we have in stock on 
the subject. 

Sir Ernest Gowers. A Life for a Life. C & W, 10/-. Sir Ernest 
Gowers was Chairman of the British Royal Commission on 
Capital Punishment, 1949-53. 144p. 

GERALD GARDINER, Q.C. Capital Punishment as a Deterrent. Gollancz. 
6/6. A small factual book. 95Sp. 

ArtTHuR Koestier. Reflections on Hanging. Gollancz, 1956. 15/-. 
A major work on the subject. 193p. 

Cuartes Durr. A new Handbook on Hanging (paperback). 2/6. 
A witty satire. 

Vian, pseud. Patterns of Murder. The Observer, London, 1956. A 
five-year survey of the men and women hanged in England, 
Scotland and Wales. 1/4. 8p. paper. 


CO-OPERATIVE 


48a Manners Street, Wellington 
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‘LOMAK’ CATALOGUE CABINETS 


are constructed in 


SELECTED TIMBERS 
with 
AUTOMATIC DRAWER STOPS 


CARD LOCKING RODS 
BRASS FITTINGS THROUGHOUT 


* 


For further particulars write 


Phone 75-903 Christchurch Box 1021 














BOOK JACKETS 
OF 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 


Made from the best British materials and by the finest 





British workmanship. 
For the past five years these transparent book jackets 
have been supplied to New Zealand libraries. They 


have stood the test of time. 


New Zealand Book Service Ltd. 
P.O. Box 33, Paraparaumu. 
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“THE TIMES ATLAS |E 








OF THE WORLD” f 








In size, scope and quality it is of a magnitude that out- 
classes any atlas ever before produced. Its printing, colour 
work and binding make it a triumph of British skill and 
craftsmanship. 


Published by the London Times in 5 Volumes, this atlas will 
unquestionably become a standard reference work for libraries, 
colleges and universities throughout the world. 


FIVE 
VOLUMES 


Price RUSSIA (Vol. Il). To be Pub- 


£5-10-0 lished 1959. 


Per 


Volume 





NORTHERN EUROPE (Vol. MEDITERRANEAN AND 
Ill). Available from Stock. AFRICA (Vol. IV). Available 
from Stock. 


THE AMERICAS (Vol. V). WORLD, AUSTRALIA, EAS] 
To be Published this year. ASIA (Vol. 1). To be Published 
next year. 


INDIA, MIDDLE EAST, 


Bound to withstand heavy wear and printed on heavy 
quality paper with multicolour plates measuring 2 feet by 19; 
inches with linen backed centre folds, this atlas is based o1 
the most modern map-making techniques. 


SEE THE TIMES ATLAS OF THE WORLD 
AT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH OF— 


tmleh Mon L 


Christchurch Auckland Hamilton Wellington 
Lower Hutt Timaru Dunedin Invercargill 
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